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Highlights: 

• Officer Nominations due soon 

 
• Updated By-Laws 
 

• Shel Gafford Memorial Award  - sub-
mit your favorite person 

 

• Year End Awards—get your volunteer 
hours 

 

• Dressage Who -  Joanne Collins 

Meeting starts at 7 pm;  
  
Agenda: 
 
           Approval of Meeting      
Minutes 
           Old Business 
           New Business 
 
 Location:  
 
Like teleconference 
 
Dial In for meeting: 
 
605-468-8002  
Access Code# 368091# 
 
Meetings are the 3rd Tuesday 
of each month 

Officer nominations will be 
due to the nomination com-
mittee soon.  The board 

asks that members interest-
ed in joining the board 
reach out to the nominating 
committee and express in-
terest in the position of their 

choice. 

While 2020 was a challeng-
ing year all around, 2021 is 
a new start.  We need your 
support and ideas to make 
2021 a year full of activi-

ties. 

Members, this is your op-
portunity to influence how 
the chapter is run and what 

activities are undertaken.   

Information on how to con-

tact the nomination com-
mittee will be distributed  
by email.   Please consider 
getting involved in chapter 

activities.   

It’s time to get involved. 

 

 

 

VADA Central Chapter 
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VADA Central is a Chapter of the Virginia Dressage Association (VADA). VADA is a U.S. Dressage 

Federation (USDF) Group Membership Organization (GMO); all VADA members automatically be-

come USDF Group Members. The 2020 membership year runs from December 1, 2019 through  

November 30, 2020.  

Member Updates for 2020:  The Board in Action 
 

Schooling Show Sanctioning for Year End Awards Eliminated  -  Schooling shows with a L judge 
or higher can be used for year end awards.   
 

Dressage at the Meadows  -  Cancelled.   
 

2020 Year End Awards  -  For 2020, riders will only need 4 scores including at least 1 at the highest test 
of the level.   
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Volunteers Needed:   Get those volunteer hours by attending the board meetings and 
writing articles for the newsletter.  Newsletter articles are due 5 days before the end of 
the month.   
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President’s Letter 

 
 
The by-laws are finally, hopefully, once and for all, done! Now the final step (I 
hope). A copy has been sent to all members for their vote.  All members have a vote 
on this, not just board members, and you may email your vote to Jane Walker 
(jwalker348@yahoo.com), who has done such a good job of leading us on 
this.  THEN, if it passes, it will be the new law of the land, at least VADACC land.  
 
RE by-laws: In addition to Jane, kudos to Allison Douglas, Tara Dean, Sue Rowden, 
Anna Schriebl, and Lynda McCann for all their hard work this summer and fall do-
ing this not terribly glamorous but very important job. 
 
Other than that?  Well, work is being done on some kind of year end awards.  More 
on that as something is decided. I believe that’s Sandy Monolo 
(ssmonolo@aol.com) and Susan Ellis (Patriotic58@aol.com) if you have input. 
 
AND, very important, it is election time!  We need a nomination committee, as Mar-
ci Drewry will remind you later in this newsletter.  And we need someone with the 
courage to be the head of that committee or, occasionally, the only member of the 
committee like Tara Dean last year, bless her. Oh, come on, it’s not THAT bad.  You 
get to talk to a lot of friends and let’s face it. Right now they are probably well rest-
ed on VADACC work after 2020, and raring to go! If you don’t plan to volunteer for 
a position, or even if you do (yay!), please consider doing your part and being on the 
committee.  It’s an important job but not one that’s drudgery, and it’s over once the 
job is done. 
 
I just remembered to put in a reminder to get motivated to vounteer for and attend 
the year end banquet.  Then I remembered that that is probably not going to happen 
this year.  Boo! I wonder how many times I’ve done that sort of thing this year? 
 
 

 
Lynda 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jwalker348@yahoo.com
mailto:ssmonolo@aol.com
mailto:Patriotic58@aol.com
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VADA Shel Gafford Memorial Award for 
EXCELLENCE IN SPORTMANSHIP 

  

Nomination deadline for 2020 Awards: December 1, 2020 
 
  

For anyone not fortunate enough to have known Shel, he was not only a gifted horseman and successful competitor, but also a truly 
good sport and dedicated advocate to VADA.  Shel was a seasoned competitor, having won the Gold and Silver Individual Medals 
in his last two years as a Young Rider at the NAYRC.  He always rode to win, but never at the expense of his horse or another rid-
er.  Rather than “psyching” his fellow competitors, Shel was more likely to offer a helping hand or wish them luck.  Furthermore, 
Shel was a tireless supporter of VADA.  He served as President during some of our Association’s most difficult and trying times.  It 
is largely due to his diplomacy and tenacity that VADA exists as it does today. 
  
It is this spirit of unselfish good sportsmanship and generous volunteerism, which were so much a part of Shel’s nature, that VADA 
wishes to encourage and reward.  If you are aware of a VADA member who is: 1) Actively involved in any aspect of competition 
and/or VADA activities (eg. Rider, owner, trainer, coach, show mom/dad, spouse, offspring, VADA Board Member, VADA 
volunteer), 2) who consistently exhibits the characteristics of good sportsmanship and unselfish support of VADA, and 3) 
has not received the Shel Gafford award within the past 10 years, please nominate that person for the Shel Gafford Award.  
Include in your nomination the person’s name, chapter affiliation, and a brief statement (200 words or less) explaining why you feel 
your nominee is deserving of this award. 
  
Nominations must be received by December 1st.  The slate of nominees will be sent to the President of each Chapter, who 
shall, using the method they determine, poll the members of their Chapter and select their Chapter's choice for the award.  In the 
event of a tie, the VADA Board of Directors shall select the winning nominee from the two candidates.  Chapters MUST report 
their selections to Sheli King no later than January 15.  The recipient will receive a special award and a check for $250.00. 
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Year End Awards 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

VADACC Year End Awards—2020 
 
Summary Requirements  
1. Six (6) or more volunteer hours  
2. Scores must be 55% or higher 
3. 4 scores (at least 2 shows and at least 2 different judges) 
4. 1 score must be from the highest test of the level 
5. See website for more information and requirements for FEI and In hand 

Below are the ways to earn volunteer hours:   
 
Log your hours on the website:  https://www.vada-cc.org/
volunteer-information 
 
Remember:  For VADA state level awards, you need VADACC 
hours, in addition to the state volunteer hours.  Don’t wait until 
the last minute. 
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Dressage Who  -  Joanne Collins 

 
How old were you when you first started riding 
horses and what sort of riding did you do? 
 
I have always loved horses.  I brought my first horse 
as a teenager.  After paying for board and my horse, I 
did not have money for anything.  So trail riding, it 
was.  Shaun, a beautiful palomino was great on the 
trails and we rode and rode.  I only kept him for a few 
years and then was too busy with school and every-
thing else.  So, I did not ride for 10 years until I had 
time again and started riding hunters.   
 
Do you have a favorite breed of horse?  
 
Hanoverians are my favorite and more specifically 
grey Hanoverians.  This is kind of funny because it 
had been years since I owned one.  My new horse, 
Carrie is registered as a Hanoverian because he is 
from the area in Germany where the horses are regis-
tered as Hanoverian.  However, if you look at his pa-
pers, he is really a Holsteiner and he is not grey.  
 
Why do you think you love horses? 
 
I don’t have an answer for that question.  I have loved 
horse since I was about 2 years old.  I remember ask-
ing for horse everything for Christmas, birthdays and 
any other time anyone wanted to get me a gift.  
Christmas was always model horses, posters, etc.   

What is your happiest/maybe funniest memory 
with a horse? 
 
Just a couple years ago, Floyd (a Danish Warmblood) 
won Grand Champion as a 2 year old at the Meadows 
breed show.  This was a first for me.  Wow, the best 
horse at the show.  I’m still so proud of Floyd and all 
his ribbons.   
 
Why did you want to do dressage? 
 
Because you can’t win in Eventing, if your dressage 
is not good.  At the low levels, dressage gets you the 
win and the rest is just clearing the jumps.  It’s not 
that way, after you get past the low levels but I never 
made it beyond the beginning levels.   
 
As I have gotten older, I no longer want to hop over 
those jumps.  So, just dressage works great for me.  
I’m so thankful for all the wonderful horses that I 
have owned and had the pleasure to know.  It’s amaz-
ing how much you learn from each of them.        

Edited by:  Debbie Howard 
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Meeting Minutes—August 15th 2018 
 

 VADACC Board Meeting Minutes 

 

VADACC Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, September 15, 2019 at 7pm 

Location: Teleconference  
 

Board members present: Lynda McCann, Marci Drewry, Diane Nathan, Alison Douglas, Sandy Monolo, Bethany Larson, Alexandra Jef-
fers, Heather Crawford, Joanne Collins, and Gail Markey. Members present: Maryanne Bobskill, Daphney Smith, Terry Adcock and Lot-
tie Crawford. 

 
President’s Report – L. McCann.  Meeting called to order at 7:09pm. 

Quorum met for board meeting. 
Greetings and welcome remarks.  Thanks to the new members for calling in. 
By-Law update.  L. McCann lead the discussion for the updated by-laws.  J. Collins brought up an inconsistency in terms in two sec-

tions.  This concerns the manner in which a board member will be excused from the board if they fail to fulfill their duties in their 
position (ie. Do not participate in required meetings, etc.).  L. McCann made a motion to change the conflicting verbiage. The 
next part of the motion was initiated by L. McCann as follows, “Any board member failing to exercise their proper duties as 
elected, will be asked by the board to resign. In the case where the board member fails to resign, the board will then have the re-
sponsibility to vote that member off the board by simple majority.” This was seconded by M. Drewry.  This was accepted unani-
mously and the motion passed.  L. McCann then made a motion that the revised by-laws be accepted with the current changes.  
D. Nathan seconded the motion.  This was accepted unanimously and the motion passed. 
 

Vice President – No report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – A. Douglas reported a balance of $23,125.06.   
 
Secretary – The minutes for June were read and approved. M. Drewry related it is time for the chapter to put together a nominating com-

mittee for officer elections due in November.  L. McCann related she will appoint a chairman for that committee and provide addi-
tional information at the next meeting. 
 

Membership Chairman – No report. 
                  
Committee Reports- 

 
Activities Planning Committee – No report. Note that due to COVID-19 restrictions, no activities are planned. 

 
Competition Committee: - All VADA and USDF horse shows are following the USDF guidance concerning the Covid-19 pandemic are 

still in place. There are some schooling shows in the area being conducted. 
 

Fundraising/Public Relations Committee – No report 
 

Awards – Gail Markey is looking into all the changing requirements due to COVID-19 and will make recommendations for how the 
chapter will consider the dressage test requirements for this year and get back to the board.   
 

Junior/Young Rider Committee – H. Crawford reported that the first level team did not compete but they want to next year.  Kudos giv-
en for all the hard work our Juniors and Young riders put in this year! 
 

Website – No Report.  
 

Newsletter – J. Collins reported we need more member photos and articles for the newsletter. She also reiterated that show results would 
be good to add as well. 
 

Volunteers – No report. 
 
VADA report – No report.  
 
New Business – 
M. Drewry put forth there will be a schooling show on 19-20 Sep. at Airfield 4-H that includes Classical dressage. 
 
NEXT MEETING is Telephonic or if restrictions for Civid-19 are lifted, TBD. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:36pm. 
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Meeting Minutes—August 15th 2018 
 

 VADA Meeting Minutes—September 23, 2020 

VADA MINUTES – CONFERENCE CALL MEETING 09-23-2020 
 
Members present:   Bettina Longaker, President (C’ville), Sheli King, Vice-President (NOVA), Jessie Ginsburg, 
Treasurer (NOVA), Alison Douglas, Secretary (Central),  Sherri Booye (C’ville),  Sandy Tobey (SVDA), Anne 
Draine (NEVADA),  Robyn Nunally (SVDA),  Angie Stanaway (NEVADA),  Laura Nelson (SWVADA),  Beth 
Rippel (SVDA),  Dianne Boyd (NOVA), Diane Nathan (NEVADA), Eleszabeth McNeel (C’ville), Joanne Collins 
(F’burg), Denise Lennon (SWVADA), Nancy Lowey (C’ville) Nancy Doody (C’ville), Rachel Rice (NOVA)  
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:03. 
Anne Draine made the motion to accept the minutes from the last meeting.   Sandy Toby seconded, and the Board 
approved unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Jessie reported that the balance is around 200K but that’s without a lot of show expenses 
and includes show income.  
 
GAIG Show:  October 8-11- Tina reported that there are no USDF finals so we want to make this show special.  
Dianne reported that there are number of new COVID requirements- two people will act as compliance officers 
monitoring social distancing and the mask requirements. We will have several more volunteers for eyes on the 
ground.  There are more specific requirements on who can attend- it’s essential personnel only. No extra family 
members and this will be monitored in the barn area. It is a full seven ring show with four rings of championship 
rings which is a first. This becomes a challenge with judges and scribes, especially on the hill.  We will stage 
10x10 commercial tents as needed with partitions and weather protection sides. VHC has more permanent food 
trucks and the café in the coliseum will be open.  Alison Campbell will do volunteer lunches with online ordering.  
We are changing protocol for the awards ceremonies which will involve competitors dressing their own horses with 
the ribbons and then come ready for the ceremony.  There will be no dog costume contest.  Rachel is still looking 
for a lot of volunteers.  Each person will have their own hotel room. She needs a few more scribes and runners but 
especially stewards. There are also spots for helping volunteer check in, food service and awards.  Sheli reported 
that participation in the awards ceremonies is encouraged but not mandatory and riders must wear masks. There 
will be more specific times to limit the amount of people will be in the area.  We will announce when and where 
people can pick up the ribbons and awards. When competitors pick up their ribbons, they will be asked if they want 
to attend the awards ceremonies. Nancy Lowey and Nancy Doody are winding up their sponsorships.  They raised 
almost $8K with 15 vendors as of now.  Tina reported that we have 1017 rides as of now with four rings on Thurs-
day, and seven rings starting on Friday with three championship rings.  Saturday will have the night class champi-
onships and four championship rings.  Sunday will be six rings with four rings being championship classes.   
 
2020 USDF Annual Virtual Convention: If you are a paid VADA member, you can attend all the meetings. Visit 
the USDF website for more information.   
 
Chapter Updates:  C’ville is planning another schooling show before year end.  Fredericksburg had a successful 
licensed show. NOVA also had a successful licensed show in August and is having their championship schooling 
show on October 31st. SE is having a clinic this fall and is also planning to have their annual membership banquet 
in person.  SW is having an eventing combined schooling show Oct 18th and a cavelleti schooling show the 24th.  
They are going to have a trail ride as part of their awards meeting.  
 

2021 VADA Banquet: Joanne Collins is working on ideas for awards.   
 

Shel Gafford Award: Sheli is the coordinator. She only wants email submissions. She’ll then consolidate and send 
to each chapter. Each chapter is then responsible for submitting the chapter result back to Sheli.  
 

The meeting adjourned at approximately   8:54pm 
Next meeting will be held via teleconference on Oct 21st  at 8 pm.         Respectfully submitted,  Alison Douglas 
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