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Greetings!
Have you noticed, each day we are gaining approximately 2 minutes and 7 seconds of additional horseback riding day-

light. Even if we endure temperature swings from 5 degrees to 50 degrees, we can count on the daylight returning to saddle 
up our horses. Spring is right around the corner and bringing with it our New Tests Clinic on March 17th and Dressage at 
the Meadow -- May 10th-12th!

Our recent Year End Awards Banquet was a lovely affair, thanks to the decorating flair of Robin Floyd as she created 
Dressage at the Ritz. Out members in their bling wow’d us with their culinary skills. Thank you, Deb Howard and Gail 
Markey, for compiling the results on our behalf. Our trophy bridle bags were embossed with the VADACC logo by Paige 
Stewart. We owe a special thanks to our guest speaker, Patrick McKann who has represented us in disaster stuck places in 
our country while taking our donations forward. Patrick told us of his travels and also educated us on preparing for disasters. 
Preparing to secure our farms and protect our animals is always our foremost concern.

Our New Tests Clinic with Debbie Rodriguez, ‘S’, is March 17th at Oakdale Equestrian Center. The flyer will be out 
ASAP for rider and auditor registration. The clinic will begin The clinic will begin with an overview of the new tests, warm 
up ring etiquette and rules.  The ridden portion of the clinic will follow. Stay tuned for additional information very soon. 
Thank you, Jane Kelly, Chair of the Activities Committee, for organizing this clinic.

Dressage at the Meadow planning is underway. We have been busy! Chapter leadership met with Nancy Lowey, our 
2019 Show Manager. We are organizing to facilitate her lead. Jane Walker has returned to our Board leadership to join Shan-
da King as Co-Chair of the Competition Committee. Sponsorships are needed. Please consider the sponsorship of a class 
or championship for the show. Get ready to Volunteer! Sponsorship flyers are available. Our VADA-CC.org website will 
be utilized for Dressage at the Meadow this year. A call for volunteers will appear through our online SignUpGenius.Com 
portal. Remember to see updates, join and monitor the show Facebook pages as we move closer to show date -- Dressage 
at the Meadow and Dressage at the Meadow Volunteers! Did you see those beautiful high score ribbons representing the 
respective breed organizations have started arriving. Further, we are again a T.I.P. sponsored competition! Stay tuned for the 
excitement to continue.

Respectfully,
Susan Ellis
President

2018 Awards  -  For more details see page 4 & 5
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2019 VADACC Board
President: Susan Ellis

804-467-3897
Patriotic58@aol.com

Activities Coordi-
nator:  

Jane Kelly
734-277-5623
hardscrabblefarm@hotmail.com

Vice President: Paige Stewart
804-314-5216
Dpstew1@gmail.com

State Represen-
tatives:

Alison Douglas/MarieTaylor
804-314-5216
dabneymill@aol.com

Secretary &
Membership:

Marci Drewry
757-371-5056
hedgewitchfarm@hotmail.com

Junior Chair: Heather Crawford
804-291-8544
Heathercrawford1129@gmail.com

Treasurer: Alison Douglas 
804-339-7495
shortydouglas@gmail.com

Awards Chair: Deb Howard 
804-598-5477
debbiehoward08@aol.com

Webmaster: Tara Dean
540-259-2628
taradean@hotmail.com

Volunteer 
Coordinator:

Heather Escobar
804-739-3775
Hgescobar84@gmail.com

Competition 
Chair:  

Shanda King/ Jane Walker 
757-810-1706/804-690-0840
shandaking@verizon.net/jwalk-
er348@yahoo.com

Newsletter: Lynda McCann
804-464-4992
LyndaMcCannVA@gmail.com

VADACC Calendar of Events
Date Event Contact Type

FEBRUARY
10 VADA State Year End Awards Banquet
13 Board of Directors Meeting, Wegman’s, 12200 Wegmans Blvd,

Henrico
MARCH

3 Oakdale Equestrian Center Dressage, Powhatan www.oakdaleequestrian.com schooling
17 New Test Clinic with Debbie Rodriquez, Oakdale Farm, Powhatan This newsletter

30-31 March Magic Dressage, Williamston, NC www.sportingservices.net/march-magic-
dressage-show.html

licensed

APRIL
6 Saddlebrook Stables, Powhatan www.saddlebrookstables.org schooling
7 Oakdale Equestrian Center Dressage, Powhatan www.oakdaleequestrian.com schooling
13-14 Williamston Spring Dressage, Williamston, NC www.rosinburg-events.com licensed
13-14 Airfield C/W Series, Wakefield, VA www.airfieldconference.com/page/equestrian schooling
28 Chestnut Oak Stables, Doswell www.chestnutoakstables.net schooling

MAY
4 Saddlebrook Stables, Powhatan www.saddlebrookstables.org schooling
5 NE-VADA at Edgehill Stables, Aylett, VA 804 263-4223 schooling
12 Doubletree Farm Jumper Derby
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VADACC Calendar of Events
Date Event Contact Type

10-12 Dressage at the Meadow, Doswell, VA www.meadoweventpark.com licensed
18-19 Lexington Spring Dressage, Lexington, VA www.rosinburg-events.com licensed
18-19 Airfield C/W Series, Wakefield, VA www.airfieldconference.com/page/equestrian schooling
19 Oakdale Equestrian Center Dressage Show, Powhatan www.oakdaleequestrian.com schooling
25-26 VADA-Ch Isabel F. De Szinay www.vadach.org licensed

JUNE
2 Gray Horse Farm Jumper Derby
15-16 Virginia Summer Dressage, Culpeper, VA www.rosinburg-events.com licensed
16 Oakdale Equestrian Center Dressage, Powhatan www.oakdaleequestrian.com schooling
22-23 Airfield C/W Series, Wakefield, VA www.airfieldconference.com/page/equestrian schooling
30 NE-VADA at Edgehill Stables, Aylett, VA 804 263-4223 schooling

JULY
14 Gray Horse Farm Jumper Derby

AUGUST
25 Gray Horse Farm Combined Test & Dressage Show
11 Oakdale Equestrian Center Dressage, Powhatan www.oakdaleequestrian.com schooling
25 Gray Horse Farm Combined Test & Dressage Show
31 NE-VADA at Edgehill Stables, Aylett, VA 804 263-4223 schooling

SEPTEMBER
8 Oakdale Equestrian Center Dressage, Powhatan www.oakdaleequestrian.com schooling
21 Saddlebrook Stables, Powhatan www.saddlebrookstables.org schooling
21-22 Airfield C/W Series, Wakefield, VA www.airfieldconference.com/page/equestrian schooling
22 Gray Horse Farm Combined Test & Dressage Show
28 VADACC Championship Show Save the date (rain date Sept 29)

29 NE-VADA at Edgehill Stables, Aylett, VA 804 263-4223 schooling
OCTOBER

13 NE-VADA at Edgehill Stables, Aylett, VA 804 263-4223 schooling
19-20 Dressage at Airfield, Wakefield, VA www.airfieldconference.com/page/equestrian licensed
20 Doubletree Horse Trials
26 Saddlebrook Stables, Powhatan www.saddlebrookstables.org schooling
26 Airfield C/W Series, Wakefield, VA www.airfieldconference.com/page/equestrian schooling

NOVEMBER
3 NE-VADA at Edgehill Stables, Aylett, VA 804 263-4223 schooling
10 Oakdale Combined Test & Dressage Show, Powhatan www.oakdaleequestrian.com schooling
16 Saddlebrook Stables, Powhatan www.saddlebrookstables.org schooling
17 TBD Combined Test or Jumper, Doubletree or Gray  Horse

Don’t forget!  New tests this year! And to help with that, don’t forget the 
New Test Clinic with Debbie Rodriquez 

on March 17 at Oakdale Farm in Powhatan.  
See ad in this issue.  Hope to see you there!

Check our website for show updates!
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DRESSAGE AT THE RITZ …
by Gail Markey

… AND ritzy it was!  Our annual awards banquet went off without a hitch, cerebrating and awarding the hard work and 
achievements of many of our members and their equine partners.

Approximately 50 people, some dressed in their best bling, attended the affair held at The Belmont Recreation Center in 
Henrico County on January 27,2019.  Robin Floyd and her team from Saddlebrook Stables, arrived early to set up and deco-
rate for the occasion. Their ritzy decorations even included a red carpet for the award winners and the tables were all decked 
out in black and gold; a riding helmet or top hat served as the centerpiece on each table. Debbie Howard and Gail Markey 
arrived next to arrange the ribbons on the display table, already prepared by the decorating team. 46 beautiful ribbons, in 
all, were awarded, 28 of which were first place ribbons.  Paige Stewart and Marie Taylor arrived soon thereafter, Paige with 
the championship awards, double bridle bags which SHE embossed with our VADACC logo, and Marie Taylor prepared 
and ready to organize the silent auction tables.  What would we do without Paige’s extraordinary  artistic talents and Marie’s 
organizational talents?  We are grateful for the many awesome items and services donated to the auction by our members.

Oh and how do you describe the food prepared by all in attendance; delectable!! While we all WALKED in, we all 
ROLLED out!!  Following a few word and a prayer by our new president, Susan Ellis, everyone migrated to the food tables 
to fill their plates and return to their tables to continue socializing.

Susan Ellis, next, introduced our guest speaker for the evening, Patrick McKann of Henrico County, otherwise known as 
“Hurricane Cowboy”.  Mr. McKann shared some of his team’s most challenging rescues during Hurricane Florence, which 
included, in addition to horses, cows, dogs, cats, chickens and other farm animals left abandoned in the flood ravaged areas 
of the Carolinas.  They even provided emergency transportation, on occasion, to humans, on his “bus”, the horse trailer! 
That same trailer was not only a vehicle for rescues but also a vehicle filled with much needed supplies donated by area 
Virginians and transported to the areas in need.  Mr. McKann ended his presentation by encouraging anyone who has been 
advised to evacuate to do so, with their animals, immediately; do NOT “wait and see”!

Susan Ellis then presented Mr. McKann and Jane Walker, our awesome president for the last two years, with thank you 
gifts, followed by the highlight of the evening, presentation of the awards by Debbie Howard and Gail Markey. See the 
attached list for award winners and their very impressive scores.

CONGRATULATIONS to all award winners and THANK YOU to all who helped to create a successful evening. A fun 
time was had by all!

VADACC Awards 2018
Junior Schooling:
Jr intro schooling: 1. Emily Stanaway, Candy Apple, 67.82% 
Jr training schooling: 3. Wren Brandel, Reinier, 63.52% 2. Kate Hudson, Otis-The Amazing Wonder Pony, 63.60%  1. 
Lottie Crawford, Get It In Ink, 68.95%  Jr first level schooling: 3. Jenna Miladin, Captain America, 66.58% 2. Emily 
Dougherty, Grand Glory, 65.41% 1. Ella Escobar, Gallod Fair Lady, 67.99%  Jr NAWD schooling pre-intro: 3. Garrett 
Escobar, Cinnamon, 71.42%  2. Courtney Stewart, AM Sweet Victory, 76.95% 1. Taylor Stewart, AM Sweet Victory,77.52%

Junior Licensed: Jr Training Level: 1. Ella Escobar, Gallod Fair Lady, 61.23%

Senior Schooling: Sr. Intro schooling: 1. Janet Turner, Gunner is a Tari, 68.24% Sr. Training schooling: 1. Terry Adcock, 
Tipperary Ode to Joy, 70.87%  2. Terri Adcock, Sam I Am, 70.63%  Sr. first level schooling: 1. Anne Draine, BaSr. first 
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VADACC Awards 2018
level schooling (con’t): 2. Ruth Beck, Curiosa, 66.29%  Sr. second level schooling: 1. Ruth Beck, Curiosa, 63.92%  Sr. 
third level schooling: 1. Robin Floyd, Warwick’s Court Jester, 64.82%  Sr Rider tests training level schooling: 1. Anne 
Draine, Bahea, 69.33%   Sr WDAA intro schooling: 2. Paige Stewart, MAF Silver n Gold, 67.55% 2. Marci Drewey, 
Stinky, 67.42%  Sr WDAA basic schooling: 1. Marie Taylor, AM Sweet Victory, 68.73% 2. Lourie Fawley, RS Sea Raider, 
66.97%   Sr. WDAA Level 1 schooling: 1. Marie Taylor, AM Sweet Victory, 68.04%  Sr MFS WDAA schooling Basic 
Level: 1. Lawrie Fawley, RS Sea Raider, 71.54%  Sr. MFS WDAA schooling level 1: 1. Marie Taylor, AM Sweet Victory, 
76.11%  Sr MFS first level: 1. Anne Draine, Bahea, 66.64%  Sr. MFS pas de deux training level schooling: 1. Anne 
Draine, Bahea, 70.87%   

Senior licensed
Sr training licensed: 1. Jane Kelly, Tipperary Ode to Joy, 70.24% 2. Terri Adcock, Tipperary Ode to Joy, 66.26%    Sr first 
level licensed:  1. Jeslyn Vaughan, Ravenswood 66.99%, 2. Laurie Wallace, Gurraun Seaberi, 66.94% 3. Jane Kelly, Ho-
nour Bright, 65.93%  4. Christine Brandel, Zenbacus, 60.15% Sr second level licensed: 1. Lindsay Salyards, Americano 9, 
62.48%  Sr. third level licensed: 1. Susan Glisson, Zivachi, 65.15% 2. Robin Floyd, Warwick’s Court Jester, 58.95%  Sr. 
FEI Prix St-Georges licensed: 1. Jane Kelly, Feiner Finale, 61.29% Sr. First level MFS: 1. Jane Kelly, Honour Bright, 
69.23% 2. Anne Draine,Bahea, 63.79%   

In Hand/Dressage Sport Horse Breeding Licensed Show
Filly 3 and under: 1. Coralita BC, Angela Stanaway, 75.19% 2. D’Elektra BC, Angela Stanaway ,73.28%   Colt/Gelding 
3 and under: 1. Finest Hour BC, Angela Stanaway, 78.91%  Mature Mare: 1. Gallod Fair Lady, Ella Escobar, 70.43% 
Dressage Sport Horse Breeding Junior/AA Handler: 1. Finest Hour BC, Angela Stanaway, 78.91% 2. Gallod Fair Lady, 
Ella Escobar,  77.25% 

KEEP IN MIND: You must be a member of VADA Central Chapter ON OR BE-
FORE the respective SHOW DATE for scores from that show to count for 2019 

Year End Awards.

RENEW YOUR VADA CC Membership TODAY --If you are showing at li-
censed shows and have a Chapter (GMO)  membership,  processing can take 

45-60 days to make USDF membership roles.  
PLEASE RENEW TODAY.

Congratulations to Paige Stewart, who was awarded 
VADACC volunteer of the year at the VADA banquet!
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VADA CENTRAL CHAPTER DRESSAGE  
“2019 NEW TESTS CLINIC“ 
with DEBBIE RODRIGUEZ   

USEF ‘S’  / FEI 3* / ‘R’ level Eventing  
Oakdale Equestrian Center 

Powhatan, VA 
Sunday, March 17, 2019 

Riders Applications Accepted / Auditors Welcome 
 

Time:   10am – Lecture: The Tests- Ring Etiquette-Rules –  
  (Co-sponsored by VADACC & CVACTA) 

1 p.m. Ridden Clinic on New 2019 Tests 
 

Location:   Oakdale Equestrian Center, 5719 Cartersville Rd., Powhatan, VA  23139 
 

RIDERS should complete and include the REGISTRATION Form,  VADACC WAIVER,  Oakdale 
Waiver, Current COGGINS Test dated within 12 months of event date and a CHECK made payable to 
VADACC. 
AUDITORS will need to sign and include the attached Waivers. 
 

Contact:  Jane Kelly for more information 
janekellydressage@gmail.com   (734)277-5623 

Rider Registration closes March 7, 2019. Riders selected will be contacted. 
 

REGISTRATION (CHECK ONE)    RIDER Forms to include with Registration 
___  VADACC Member Participant ($50)   ____  Application 
___  Non VADACC Member Participant ($65)  ____ Waiver 
___  VADACC  Auditor (All day or part day - $0) ____ Coggins Test Copy 
___  Non VADACC Auditor $10 
 
Name:  __________________________________________ VADACC Member   YES ___ NO  ___ 
Phone Number:  ______________________ Email Address:  _______________________________ 
Horse:  ___________________________ Breed:  ________________________ Age Horse:  __________ 
Level requested:  _____________________________  Rider:  Senior  _________  Junior _____________ 
Level shown 2018/Shows: _________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mail registration, copy of Coggins & payment (checks payable to VADACC) to 
VADACC Clinic 

C/O Jane Kelly, 3025 Trenholm Rd., Powhatan, VA 23139 
 

Coffee & donuts available.  Bring a chair. Dress warm!!! If weather permits, some riding portions may be done in the outdoor arena. 

JaneKellyDressage@gmail.com
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AM Sweet Victory++++// 
2018 USEF National Champion 

Horse of the Year Western Dressage Basic
By Susan Ellis

The road to a National Championship is paved with miles of rainstorms, heatwaves, and long hauls. Your fan club mans 
the rail and just as often waves you down the driveway as you embark on yet another journey, when staying home seemed 
just as much fun. For Marie Taylor and AM Sweet Victory ++++//, there was no exception. The pair braved the miles and 
weather in such a challenging weather year and bested 99 other competitors across all breeds to earn their USEF Horse of 
the Year title in Western Dressage Basic Level. In their victorious year, 2018, the show did go on.

Marie, a breeder and exhibitor of Arabian horses for 50 years at her farm, Dabney Mill Equestrian Center in Dinwiddie, 
knew that the arrival of Miss Vickie, as Victory is affectionately known, was a special moment for her barn. She was a gift 
from Mark Miller, a very special friend and owner of Al Marah Arabians. Victory’s lineage is bestowed with champion 
upon champion, perhaps too many to count or remember. She was bred by Mark’s mother, Bazy Tankersley, whose name is 
recognized worldwide for her contributions to the Arabian breed. As an Arabian, Victory carries the symbols of her accom-
plishments behind her name. She has won the highest honors that the Arabian Horse Association bestows upon their horses. 
She had to earn 240 points in-hand and 240 points in performance plus an additional 60 points for a total of 300 points. Prior 
to embarking upon dressage, Victory was National Reserve Champion 
Sport Horse Under Saddle as a Junior horse (5 years and under) and 
Top Ten Sport Horse In-Hand. This only confirms the versatility of an 
Arabian and the heart of a champion in this special mare.

Marie had returned to showing in 2015, after coaching for many 
years and bestowing her knowledge upon her students, allowing them to 
excel in national level competition. When she returned to the saddle, a 
Western saddle this time, to support the Western dressage show series she 
founded at the Airfield Conference Center, she did so on RS Sea Raider. 
Marie and Victory teamed up first showing together in 2016. They were 
among the first competitors paving the way for the advent of Western 

Dressage in USEF 
competition. 2017 
began in fine form with the pair settling competitively at Basic Level, 
but their hauling was limited in the latter part of the season due to an 
injury Marie sustained. With determination and perseverance, Marie 
was back in the saddle by the end of the season and they were ready to 
commence showing in 2018.

In 2018 Marie and Victory competed in Western Dressage Basic 
level (commensurate with USEF Training Level), Level One (USEF 
First Level) and Musical Freestyle. Their journey included competi-
tions in South Caroling, North Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and 
New York, while traveling over five thousand miles. While the National 
Championship was certainly the pinnacle of their year, they also won 

numerous regional and association high score awards. To clinch the national title, the pair showed until the very last qualify-
ing weekend. Until the notification was received and final, the neck and neck competition was too close to call. Amidst it all, 
Victory was undaunted by her fame and schedule, sometimes still offering to throw in a buck step to keep Marie on her toes.

After their victory, I asked Marie to answer a few questions about her year.
What was your favorite show moment in 2018? “Walking back to the show barns, leading Victory and thinking, 

Page 9
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‘WOW’ what a day we have had together. People would stop us and ask to take her picture because she was so pretty. I 
agree, she is awesome.”

Did Marie and Victory see themselves on a the hunt for a national title from the start? “Not at all. Around July, I 
looked at the point spread and it wasn’t too large, so I went in the house and talked to my husband, Eddie. I do have a hus-
band who has supported me with my horses for over 50 years. I asked him could he wire my tack room and make it my tiny 
house as Eddie is a master electrician. He said of course. So to save money, I would go to the shows and camp out. I think 
this really brought Victory and me even closer. One night we even stayed in a Walmart parking lot.”

What was the most important thing learned from hauling for such a goal? “I was overwhelmed by the support that 
I received from my family and friends. When it was pouring rain and Victory and I were soaking wet, I would ask myself, 
have you lost your right mind. Then someone would come up to me and say you can do this.  I never in my 68 years thought 
that something like this was attainable. It just shows never give up and follow your dreams” 

What could be the encore in 2019 after such an amazing 2018. I imagine this pair will pace themselves a bit more gently 
in 2019 as they move up the levels, and continue to wow us with Arabian elegance and grace, delivered best by an Al Marah 
bred Arabian. Marie says, “The plans for this year are to proceed with Level One and start working on Level Two.”

con’t from page 8

In the meantime, don’t be surprised when you see Victory’s most 
special Arabian quality, her passion for children, as she dutifully rides 
our next generation of equestrians, Miss Courtney Stewart, age 4 and 
Miss Taylor Stewart, age 8, as they too move up the levels.

(Ed: Wow! Marie, what a major inspiration you are to me and I’m sure, 
many others!)
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VADA Central Chapter Championship Schooling Show
The VADACC Championship Schooling Show is on for 2019!
For those who participated several years ago, this was a fun and festive show for our riders with lovely awards and great 

Central Chapter team spirit.
Riders will be able to qualify for the Championship show through their participation in our current year sanctioned 

shows. Paige Stewart is heading up our Show Committee. Planning has begun.
Stay tuned for more details soon! Please plan to attend!

VADACC Volunteer Rules And Activity Opportunities

RULES:
Volunteer hours are credited to active members only. The rider, family member, or horseowner may fulfill the volunteer 
requirement as long as that person is a VADACC member.
The volunteer is responsible for reporting their hours earned to the volunteer coordinator.
Hours may be earned at VADACC events; this does not include sanctioned events.
Volunteer hours must be earned/applied in the same membership year (Dec 1 – Nov 30).

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
One hour for each article submitted to the Collective Marks newsletter.
Actual hours spent for each VADACC Board or general membership meeting attended.
Actual hours spent for each VADACC committee meeting attended.
Actual hours spent for carrying out duties of a VADACC office or committee.
Actual hours spent working at ta VADACC-hosted event, such as clinics or annual banquet.
Actual hours spent with VADACC JR/YR program meetings or events.
Actual hours spent teaching a VADACC clinic.
Actual hours spent for allowing VADACC to use your facility (no rental or rider fees) for a
VADACC event, maximum of 12 hours per event.
One hour for sponsoring a class at Dressage at the Meadow.
One hour for obtaining a sponsor/advertiser for Dressage at the Meadow.
One hour for obtaining an advertiser for the Collective Marks newsletter.
One hour for recruiting one new VADACC member (new member must list recruiting member on
membership application).
One hour for preparing food to be sold at a VADACC-hosted event.
         
         Thank you,
         Heather Escobar
         hgescobar84@gmail.com
         http://bit.ly/VADACCvolunteerhourformLink to interactive volunteer hours submission form F

(submit as you pile up those hours rather than all at once)
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Time to get your papers together for show season!  As you get spring shots and Coggins, make sure you save one of each 
of those records in your computer to attach to computer entries.  Much easier than scanning it each time.

Then make or print a copy for show season and put it in your purse or trailer for the summer.  Never know when you’ll 
get to a show and horrors!, they don’t have the record they need.  Hey, it happens, even when you’re SURE it was included, 
and even when the secretary is SURE she would not have lost track of it.  Having those papers can turn a panicked rush 
home for the right paper or search of the web, into a “Huh, wonder how that happened.  Here it is.”  It happened to me one 
time.  I've ALWAYS made sure I’ve had them since.  By the way, did you know that it is State law that you have a copy of 
its Coggins when you are transporting a horse.  True.

How about Breed Registration papers?  Do you have a registered horse that you compete for a breed award?  Might need 
copies of those papers too, both in the computer, ready to upload with your online entries, and in your purse or trailer as well.

Our Treasurer, Alison Douglas, has a good idea.  She suggests keeping a notebook with copies of the appropriate paper-
work, especially if you have more than one horse.

A little organization on the paperwork now can save time and effort later when the actual mad rush of entries happens, 
or even at the show.

Safe Sport: “Competing at USEF competitions? For more details  on Safe Sport and to determine if you require this 
training, follow this link:  https://www.usef.org/forms-pubs/GFLWiAL1HdI/safe-sport-training-faq

Safe Sport is free for USEF members.  The cost is $20 for non-members.

Get Your Stuff Together!

Collective Marks Monthly Advertising Rates for 2019

Non-Member
$25.00/month - Full Page
$20.00/month - Half Page
$ 15.00/month - Quarter Page
$ 20.00/year - Business Cards  
$.15/word, $5.00 minimum – Classifieds

Please mail payment with ads; there is no billing and ads must be paid before they will run. Checks are 
payable to VADACC and can be mailed to Lynda McCann (pls email at LyndaMcCannVA@gmail.com for 
the address). Ads may be emailed to Lynda.  Please send file attachments in MSWord format or as a JPG file, 
or check with Lynda if you need help. Deadline for ads is the 20th of the month for the following month’s 
newsletter.  Note: At the end of the ad the notation (mm/yy) will appear. This indicates the last month that 
the ad will run unless renewed. All FREE classified ads run for four issues and can be renewed or cancelled 
via email to Lynda.

VADACC Member
$ 20.00/month - Full Page 
$ 15.00/month - Half Page
$ 10.00/month - Quarter Page
$ 10.00/year - Business Cards
Free in Classifieds (no pictures)
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To Blanket or Not
by Dr. Joycy Harmany, Harmany Equine Clinic, Flint Hill, and used with her kind permission

kindly suggested by Tara Dean

Question: How do I know if my horse is cold? I put him out in cold weather with a shed, but he will not go in it. I am not 
sure how many blankets he needs to keep warm.

Answer: Horses are much better adapted to the cold weather than we give them credit for. They grow an excellent winter 
coat that insulates them and keeps them warm and dry down to the skin. However, there are some factors to take into con-
sideration when deciding how to manage our horses in the winter. Horses are healthier if given plenty of outdoor time which 
allows them to adjust to the temperatures and helps them breathe fresh air (read my article about fresh air). Think about how 
warm a 45 degree day feels after it has been 20 degrees for a couple weeks. The first day in the fall that it is 45 degrees feels 
extremely cold.

Let’s look at horses in nature. In the fall they put on extra weight so they have fat reserves to burn to keep warm in the win-
ter. This is the reason our domestic horses (dogs, cats and humans, too) always seem to get fat in the fall. In winter the main 
food available is roughage, dead or dormant grasses and weeds. Roughage, and that includes hay, actually helps warm the 
horses because it releases heat as it is digested. Have you noticed that your horses eat more hay on very cold days? They are 
keeping warm. So our wild horses eat roughage and often lose weight during the winter, but they survive well and are ready 
to gain weight rapidly in the spring. (Unfortunately, we have fed our domestic horses well during the winter, so they do not 
need all that spring grass because they can founder or at least get obese.) In nature, horses stay warm by moving around, 
since they often have to travel to get unfrozen water, and we all know how much exercise keeps us warm–just clean your 
barn and sweep your aisle to find out.

Now let’s look at our modern well-kept horse. They are fat and well-fed so no problem in that department. Most have plenty 
of hay to keep them warm on a cold day and most have shelter from the wind and rain (either in the woods, shed or barn). 
It is good to give them more hay on a cold night, or at least the choice to eat more. But if your horse is in and the barn is 
closed up and it’s 40 degrees inside, he does not need extra hay. Outside horses with a round bale often do not move much; 
they leave the round bale only to get water (at least that is what my lazy beasts do). So movement to keep warm does not 
occur much. However, if you are observant, you will notice that every now and then all your horses will run around for no 
apparent reason–but the reason actually is to get warm. Then they go back to eating.

Winter Coats

Two horses are in the snow, one with a blanket, one without. Notice the unmelted snow on the unblanketed horse. His fur 
is working by insulating him. His body heat is not escaping; if his fur did not work the snow would melt immediately. The 
unblanketed horse has the same amount of unmelted snow on his back as the blanketed one. Eventually since the horse is 
warmer than the frozen ground the snow will melt on both of them. The problem we humans have when we pat our horses 
in the winter is that they feel cold to touch, but this is because their fur has insulted them and is keeping all the warmth next 
to the skin. Horses can have icicles hanging off their fur and be perfectly warm underneath.

Blankets

There are a few reasons to use blankets and a bunch not to. Horses who are clipped need to be blanketed, since we have taken 
their fur off. There are many wonderful, lightweight and well-fitting blankets on the market (blanket fit is for another day). 
Old horses who cannot keep warm need blankets, even if they never needed them when they were younger. In nature those 
old horses would have been eaten by a mountain lion, so they would not need a blanket. Horses who have been sick, are too 
thin, have been rescued or have any other health problems may need blankets. Some individuals of any age are cold-natured 
and really do need to be blanketed, as do horses who have no shelter. The rest of the unclipped population does not.

How many blankets do horses need? That depends on how much clipping has been done and the weather conditions. How-
Blanketing, page 11
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ever, in most cases a single blanket will do the trick, with heavy blankets being used in the cold weather. You can stick your 
hand under the blanket and if it is toasty and warm, it is heavy enough for the weather. If it feels cool under the blanket, you 
may need a heavier one. Please do not get a great fitting outer blanket and add an old-fashioned design sheet underneath. 
The sheet does not add much warmth, and it usually rubs the shoulders and causes a lot of pain.

If you choose to blanket and start early in the season you will need to keep it up, since the horse will adapt to wearing it, and 
his temperature regulation will be accustomed to it. Most of the time we blanket because we humans are cold and think our 
horses must be, too. A vet friend of mine visiting early one December from Vermont remarked that the horses she saw in 
Virginia had many more layers of blankets on in December than her clients’ horses had on in Vermont in January. Hmmm… 
they are all horses, right? So what is the difference? Vermont owners are accustomed to the cold, so they expect their horses 
to be adapted as they are. Virginia owners see much less cold weather, so they think their horses are cold when they are cold. 
The horses in Vermont were all warm and happy with single blankets.

If you do blanket, remember that a horse’s fur fluffs out when it is cold. This adds air space like your down jacket has, and 
that air fills with warmth making the fur more efficient. Blankets crush down that air space, so you need a heavy enough 
blanket to provide true warmth. A thin sheet may protect a horse from rain, but it may not provide much warmth and may 
leave the horse colder than if he had no blanket.

How do you tell if your horse is warm enough? You have to get to know your horse and pay attention to small behaviors. 
Horses who are cold tend to huddle up in a sheltered place and may not be willing to go out into the pasture area even to eat 
hay to keep warm. They may really crave their stalls. They may shiver. However, shivering is also just a perfectly normal 
way to warm up, so a warm horse may shiver for a short while when he is cold and be happy. The cold horse will be seen 
shivering much more frequently or when all the other horses are not. Wet cold weather is harder on horses than dry cold, and 
a rainy 35-degree day will cause a lot more shivering than any other weather condition. Horses really appreciate some sort 
of shelter on those wet days, so they can dry off a bit and get warm. But it will not hurt a healthy horse to be outside and get 
wet and shiver a bit. Sheds are most used on rainy days, while a 10-degree day with snow may not find a single horse near 
the shed since they are happy in the cold.

Sweating

Clipping a working horse in the winter becomes a necessity when you work hard enough to break a sweat. Sweat adds 
moisture from the skin out, which means the dry fluffy fur cannot work. Horses will get very cold if not dried off completely 
after working. Heavy winter coats do not dry easily, since the fur is very dense and is designed to not let water penetrate (so 
that the horse can stay warm when it is raining). Since many of our high quality blankets do breathe and allow water vapor 
to pass through them, it is possible to put a blanket on a horse who is well cooled out but still a bit damp and let him dry 
underneath it. But you cannot put a blanket on a warm or hot horse as they will just sweat more. Some horses, especially 
those with a partial clip, will sweat anyway under a blanket if not totally cool and dry.

Horses left blanketed in warm weather will sweat quite a bit under the blanket. This is a problem when you leave home for 
work at 5 a.m. when it is 15 degrees out, and by noon it is 60 degrees. There is no perfect answer, but unclipped horses can 
end up with rain rot and skin infections when they sweat for hours and do not properly dry out. See if a friend could stop 
over and take blankets off later in the morning, if possible. Or perhaps put a lighter blanket for the day–it may not be perfect, 
but it would be more comfortable than being too hot for most of the day.

So let your horses enjoy the cold weather, and go out for a ride. There is no temperature where it is too cold for a horse to be 
ridden or to go outside if they are adapted to it. There are some weather conditions in the far north where the extreme cold 
makes it very uncomfortable for man or beast to go out, but mostly that is because our pastures do not have enough space 
for natural wind breaks of deep gullies and forest, which would be present out on a 10,000 acre range.

Blanketing, con’t from page 10
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Classifieds
Classifieds are free for members; $.15/word, $5.00 minimum for non, and will run 3 months.  No pics.

For sale:  Custom Everest R, 18 in., MN/M (adjustable by fitter), mono flap, buffalo leather, patent leather cantle, piping 
and leather keepers.  One owner bought new, stored in conditioned tack room, well maintained in “like new” condition.  
Manufactured 3/16, used 10/16 - 10/18.  $3,600. Contact Susan Glisson, 804-922-1016.   4-19

Topline Dressage: Board, dressage training and lessons available in Powhatan.  Excellent care and happy horses.  We’d love 
to have you and your horse join us!  We also have a schoolmaster who will happily teach Training through Fourth Level.  
Everyone loves riding Lola!  Please contact us at (804) 464-8067 or hoofprints91@gmail.com.  4-19

Board your horse with us     •    Truck your horse in for lessons                         
Ride our through 4th level schoolmaster

www.toplinedressageva.com   •   804-464-8067  •  Powhatan

Riding, training and showing with

Bronze & Silver Medalist Bethany Larsen

 10-19

From the editor: Please note that all text in purple (lavender?) are hyperlinks.  Click on anything purple and you will 
get the site or the email that is in purple.  Put there for your convenience.
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Membership Renewal Form
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